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ñGrowing up in 
that environment 
really instilled the 

importance of 
giving back to 
community.ò 

- Brad Bergum 

Brad Bergum, author of ñPhotographs from 

Eaden: A Montana Story,ò is a long ways from 

his youth spent in Winifred, Montana, popula-

tion 150. He and his wife, Dee, live in San 

Francisco, along with nearly 750,000 other 

people, where Brad works for Advent Soft-

ware and moonlights as an author. 

His first novel was published last year and is 

set in the fictitious Montana town of Eaden, 

which bears many resemblances to his boy-

hood hometown of Winifred. 

The greater Winifred community has left an 

indelible mark on Bradðlessons of commu-

nity activism, respect and a 

good work ethic. ñThere is 

such strong community 

spirit in Winifred,ò Brad 

explained. ñGrowing up in 

that environment instilled 

in me the importance of 

giving backðI learned 

that by exampleðthatôs 

something I feel strongly 

about.ò 

So strongly, in fact, that 

Brad earmarked all of the 

profits for his first book 

for the Central Montana Foundation, desig-

nated for the Winifred Endowment Fund. 

Supporting Winifred through the Foundation 

is a habit that 36-year-old Brad has been prac-

ticing for several years now. Brad took advan-

tage of his last employerôs matching gift pro-

gram to help build the Winifred Endowment. 

For every dollar he gave to this community 

fund, his employer matched that amount. 

Brad is working with the CEO of his current 

employer to implement a similar program and 

said it should be in place by the end of the 

year. 

ñIôve always been a supporter of the Central 

Montana Foundation and the Winifred Endow-

ment.ò He said there are many worthy causes in 

the world, but he likes the Foundationôs mission 

of helping the community that helped him. 

Brad stressed that each generation has a respon-

sibility to offer a helping hand and encouragement 

to the generation that follows. 

ñNone of us got here by ourselves, no matter 

how highly we think of ourselves, we had help. If 
weôre in a position where we can afford to donate a 

little back, I think that itôs the least we can do. When 
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The circle of honor at Veteranôs 

Memorial Park is nearing comple-

tion. 

The U.S. Coast Guard statue was 

placed on its pedestal in late 2006 

and the U.S. Marine will soon be on 

its way to its permanent home at the 

park. 

The Coast Guard statue is by Joe 

Halko of Choteau and the Marine is 

the work of Tim Sullivan of Mis-

soula. 

The final statue in the circle will 

represent POW/MIA (Prisoners of 

War/Missing in Action) and is in 

production by Marvin DeBuff of 

Lewistown. 

In addition, a statue of a mother 

pointing to the memorial along with 

her two children, will be located in 

the park area and be in place by the 

4th of July. Rick Rowley of Lincoln 

A statue of a mother and her children will direct 
visitors to the Veteranôs Memorial Park circle of 
honor. 

Community Endowment Contact List  

and Fund Balances as of March 31, 2008  

¶ Judith Basin County/Stanford Endowment, $88,574 
 G.C. Tucker Hughes, PO Box 194, Stanford, MT 59479 - Phone: 566-2619 

¶ Moore Endowment, $34,378 
 Roberta Belden, PO Box 76, Moore, MT  59464 - Phone: 374-2475 

¶ Winifred Endowment, $33,460 
 Twila Lunde, PO Box 142, Winifred, MT  59489 - Phone: 462-5383 

¶ Hobson Endowment, $18,093 
 (Hobson Endowment-School, $5,549) 
 Sara Stevenson, PO Box 321, Hobson, MT  59452 - Phone: 423-5443 

¶ Grass Range Endowment, $27,001 
 Wayne Eickhoff, PO Box 144, Grass Range, MT  59032 - Phone: 428-2449 

¶ Denton Endowment, $32,634 
  Wayne Edwards, c/o Farmers State Bank, Denton, MT  59430 - Phone: 567-2226 

¶ Garfield County Endowment, $16,908 
 Holly Harbaugh, Box 395, Jordan, MT  59337 - Phone: 557-2324 

¶ Judith Gap Endowment, $15,505 
 Dean Peterson, Judith Gap, MT  59453 - Phone: 374-2244 

¶ Petroleum County Endowment, $16,786 
 Jim Johnke, Winnett, MT  59087 - Phone: 429-2311 

¶ Roy Endowment, $14,740 

 Shelly Willmore, River Route, Roy, MT  59471 - Phone: 464-7411 

CENTRAL 
MONTANA 

FOUNDATION 
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ENDOWMENT 

FUNDS 

TOTAL:  

$303,529 
× 

IMPROVING 
THE QUALITY 

OF LIFE 
IN OUR 

CENTRAL 
MONTANA 

COMMUNITIES! 

In the 24 years since it was founded, Central Montana 

Foundation (CMF) has stayed true to its mission: to improve 

the quality of life in all of Central Montana. 

One very effective way that the CMF Board of Directors 

found to do this was to offer guidance and financial support 

to ten Central Montana communities with endowment funds 

with CMF. 

Every year for the past nine, the Foundation has granted 

$3,000 to each of the community endowments, and the com-

munities just received their annual boost. There are no 

strings attached to this annual gift, except that the funds are 

to be spent during the year in which the gift was given. 

CMF President Mike Zacher explained that the Foundation 

Board of Directors wants to make sure that the rural commu-

nities are deciding where Foundation funds will be best util-

ized. ñWe donôt make that decision for them,ò he added. 

The annual Foundation gifts have helped emergency ser-

vices, schools, cultural events and civic organizations. 

In the meantime, each of the rural endowments have con-

tinued to build their endowment funds; with the principal 

remaining intact and the interest only spent on other projects 

Rural Endowment funds gifted $3,000 each  

to improve the quality of life in their area. 

 In the nearly 10 years since the first community endow-

ments were established, the fund totals have grown dramati-

cally. Some rural endowments have been blessed to have 

former residents give hefty donations to grow the funds, and 

others are growing slowly, but steadily as their community 

understand an endowment can provide long-term help for 

financing worthy projects. 

In 2000, the community endowment funds totaled  $67,906 

and by March 2008, the balances of the ten funds surpassed 

the $300,000 mark! 

For more information on how to help a rural community in 

Central Montana, see the contact list below.                        Õ 

ñDonors donôt give to institutions. They invest 

in ideas and people in whom they believe.ò 

- G.T. Smith 



Central Montana Foundation Å P.O. Box 334 Lewistown, MT  59457 Å (406) 538-6130 
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Several generations have come and gone since the Class 

of 1935 graced the halls of Fergus County High School. 

Seventy-three years later, the 2008 Fergus graduates have a 

new world of technology at their fingertips and career op-

portunities that their great-grandparents, and grandparents 

never dreamed of. 

What hasnôt changed, however, is the value of a good 

education. ñI was brought up as a farmer in the dry 1930s 

and didnôt get to go to college,ò said Rudy Hruska, who is 

the chairman of the 1935 Scholarship Fund. ñBut, I believe 

we need to help people get an education and become hon-

est, hardworking and trustworthy.ò 

It was this conviction that led the Class of 1935 to estab-

lish a scholarship fund in 1985 following their 50th class 

reunion, and the Foundationôs Board of Directors is honor-

ing their vision and success by naming them as the recipi-

ents of the 2008 Friends of the Foundation Award. 

Rudy credits classmate Bob Rolfness with the idea to set 

up the fund. He recalled that Bob spoke at the reunion ban-

quet about an experience he had as a youth working his 

newspaper route in Lewistown. Bob was delivering papers 

during a winter cold spell wearing only a light coat, and no 

hat, gloves or winter boots. One of his customers met him 

at the door, appalled that he wasnôt dressed for the cold 

weather. He asked the boy to meet him after school and he 

took him to the Hub, a long-time menôs clothing store in 

Lewistown. He bought young Bob a winter coat, hat with 

earflaps, overshoes and heavy mittens to wear on this paper 

route. Bob told the man he didnôt have the money to pay for 

Class of 1935 honored as Friends of the Foundation! 

Scholarship established by Glenn Voglõs family & friends 
Glenn Vogl was a man who knew 

the value of education, friends and 

family, according to his widow, 

Louise. 

ñFriends and family were impor-

tant to him,ò Louise said, adding, 

ñHe liked to tease people and they 

loved it!ò She said her husband was a 

strong proponent of the schools and 

education because he understood that 

youth are the key to the future. 

Glenn died unexpectedly on May 

3, 2007. With the help of his former 

classmates from the Fergus High 

School Class of 1956, the Vogl fam-

ily set up the Glenn Vogl Memorial 

Agriculture Scholarship with the 

Central Montana Foundation. 

ñHis classmates decided to do this; 

he had a lot of friends and we were 

pleased that the scholarship grew 

quite big,ò Louise said. 

The fund is for an ag major already 

attending a Montana college, univer-

sity or vo-tech with a 2.5 GPA. 

ñThere are so many more scholarship 

opportunities for kids just graduating, 

so we wanted this to be for students 

already in college,ò Louise explained. 

Glenn was very active in the com-

munity, serving on the Brooks School 

Board and Lewistown School Dis-

trict, Brooks Community Club, Nor-

west Bank Board, Stockgrowers and 

Graingrowers Association, rifle 

clubs, Eagles Lodge and was a mem-

ber of St. Leoôs Catholic Church. 

ñThey liked having him on boards 

because he tried to get along and was 

a good peace maker,ò Louise said. 

Glenn and Louise met while both 

were students at Montana State Uni-

versity in Bozeman. They married in 

1959 and then raised seven children 

on their Brooks area ranch. They had 

18 grandchildren, and Louise was 

waiting for word of the 19th grand-

childôs arrival any day. 

Louise said working with the Cen-

tral Montana Foundation to estbab-

lish the scholarship was a pleasure. 

ñDiane Lutz (Foundation secretary) 

was very helpful and it was easy to get it 

set-up.ò 

The winner of this and other Foundation 

scholarships will be announced in the next 

Roundup newsletter.                                  
Õ 

Glenn Vogl and his grandson,  
Zachary Revenaugh. 

Rudy Hruska Elliot Landheim 

Friends of the Foundation . . . 
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